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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Pursuant to Section 402 of the Clean Water Act, stormwater discharges from certain construction activities
are unlawful In New York State unless they are authorized by a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (“NPDES”) permit or by a state permit program. New York’s State Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (“SPDES”) is a NPDES approved program with permits issued in accordance with the Environmental
Conservation Law (ECL”).
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) administers the NPDES through
the State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) program. According to the SPDES General Permit,
construction sites or common plans of development that result in soil disturbance of one or more acres of
land are subject to SPDES permitting requirements. These regulations apply per the City of Buffalo Unified
Development Ordinance when a project site is proposed to discharge stormwater to a storm only sewer.
Compliance with the SPDES permitting regulations for affected construction sites requires coverage under the
NYSDEC SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity, Permit No. GP-0-15-002.
A copy of GP-0-15-002 is included in Appendix A. Coverage is obtained by developing a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in accordance with GP-0-15-002 and submitting a completed Notice of Intent (NOI) to the
NYSDEC prior to any land disturbance activities.
This SWPPP was prepared in accordance with the following guidance documents:
 New York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (January 2015)
 New York State Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control (November 2016)
 SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity, GP-0-15-002.
 City of Buffalo Unified Development Ordinance.
2.0 NOTICE OF INTENT REQUIREMENTS
To obtain coverage under GP-0-15-002, a Notice of Intent (NOI) must be submitted to NYSDEC. Coverage is
obtained (5) days from date NYSDEC receives an electronically filed NOI and signed “MS4 SWPPP
Acceptance Form”. Coverage is obtained (10) days from receipt by NYSDEC of a paper version of the NOI
and signed “MS4 SWPPP Acceptance Form”. Once completed, the NOI and “MS4 SWPPP Acceptance Form”
shall be submitted to:
Notice of Intent
NYS DEC, Bureau of Water Permits
625 Broadway, 4th Floor
Albany, NY 12233-3505
Electronic versions of the NOI can be submitted through the NYSDEC website (http://www.dec.ny.gov/)
When finalized, a completed copy of the NOI document will be included in Appendix B.
3.0 STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN
This preliminary Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) was developed to set operating guidelines
during construction activities. A copy of this SWPPP shall be retained at the construction site throughout the
duration of this project until a Notice of Termination (NOT) has been filed with NYSDEC and the City of
Buffalo.

The contractor(s) shall meet all conditions of this SWPPP and all conditions within the NYSDEC SPDES
General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity – Permit No. GP-0-15-002 dated
January 29, 2015. The contractor shall be responsible for all measures of the SWPPP including being
responsible for any subcontractors who may be required for implementation of all (or a portion of) the
SWPPP.
During the normal course of the project and upon approval by the owner, the contractor shall amend the
SWPPP whenever there is a change in construction, operation, means, methods and/or maintenance, which
may have an effect on the potential for the discharge of pollutants. In addition, if a new subcontractor is
utilized at the site who will implement tasks included in the plan, in whole or in part, the SWPPP shall be
amended and all applicable additional certifications included in the amended SWPPP.
3.1 Project and Site Description
589 Main Street, LLC is proposing to construct the Mill Race Commons Mixed Use Development consisting
of two (2) five story buildings connected with a single story annex/entry connector. The project is located at
799 Seneca Street and will have building development frontage on both (formerly) Hydraulic Street and
Seneca Street. The proposed five (5) story building along the (formerly) Hydraulic Street frontage will have
52,000 square feet of floor space consisting of mainly office space and will also include common space and
shared space on the first floor. The proposed five (5) story building along the Seneca Street frontage will
have 80,000 square feet of floor space consisting of first floor commercial space and 70 apartment units
on floors 2 through 5. The site development will include parking for 75 vehicles, an inground swimming
pool, courtyard space, stormwater management infrastructure including a bioretention basin and site
utilities all constructed on a 2.02+/- acre parcel of currently vacant land bound by (formerly) Hydraulic
Street, Seneca Street, Carroll Street and Griffin Street in the City of Buffalo, Erie County, New York (see Site
Location Map in Appendix C).
A. The existing vacant project site currently consists of 1.75 acres of crushed stone parking surface and
open green perimeter space. The stormwater management design concept for the proposed project site
will consist of drainage of 0.61 acres of impervious surfaces to a bioretention area and drainage of the
remaining site area to catch basins and ultimately to the existing City of Buffalo mill race storm only
sewer located within (formerly) Hydraulic Street. The on-site storm water management piping will be
designed to convey a 10-year storm event. The existing general flow of stormwater runoff is directed to
the center of the site to an existing catch basin which then conveys the existing stormwater to combined
sewer No. 5261 along the north side of Carroll Street.
The site was formerly NYSDEC brownfield cleanup site No. C915235. The site was remediated by 2011
and a Brownfield Cleanup Program Final Engineering Report was developed in April 2011 by AFI
Environmental of Niagara Falls, New York. For the purposes of site design and based on information
contained in the April 2011 report, the site consists of 100% Hydrologic Soil Group “D” soils.
Development will consist of the construction of two (2) primary five (5) story buildings and an
annex/connector entry, and exterior inground pool, courtyard space and site infrastructure consisting of
paved parking areas, stormwater management, landscaping, private water service and a sanitary sewer
lateral service. Upon completion, final Site Development Plans for the project will be included as
Appendix J.

The proposed development project is a redevelopment project which will result in less impervious
surfaces than exist in the predevelopment condition. There is no on-site stormwater detention
requirement for the project. Stormwater quantity control practices consist of sizing the on-site
stormwater infrastructure for a 10-year storm event per Buffalo Sewer Authority direction since the
hydrology for the developed condition will result in less runoff than currently occurs for the 1, 10 and
100 year storm events. The required redevelopment water quality volume will be provided within the
proposed bioretention basin. Runoff reduction volume is not required as the project is a redevelopment
project with no increase in impervious cover, but runoff reduction volume will be provided within the
proposed bioretention basin.
Based on utilization of the New York State Historic Preservation Office’s GIS for Archeology and National
Register online resources tool the project site is not located on property listed on either the State or
National Register of Historic Places.
B. Below is a description of the intended sequence of major construction activities which involve soil
disturbance:
 Install silt fence (or silt sock).
 Install temporary erosion and sediment controls simultaneously where possible.
 Strip and stockpile any excess topsoil and install temporary erosion and sediment controls
simultaneously.
 Balance and rough grade the construction site subgrade.
 Construct Buildings
 Install site stormwater management infrastructure and site utilities.
 Construct pavement area.
 Final grade, place topsoil, seed and mulch all disturbed turf areas outside of pavement limits
immediately upon establishment of grade.
 After stabilization, remove temporary erosion and sediment controls.
 Remove temporary erosion and sediment control practices once adjacent lawn areas have been
established and place topsoil and seed any additional disturbed areas and areas that have not
achieved turf establishment.
C. Plans and details for temporary and permanent stormwater management controls, will be included in
Appendix G.
PROJECT OWNER:
589 Main Street, LLC
726 Exchange Street, Suite 825
Buffalo, NY 14210
OWNER CONTACT:
Michael Myers
Phone: (716) 982-4880
Email:mmyers@larkindg.com

3.2 Construction Controls
The Contractor shall be required to construct and maintain the following controls in accordance with this
SWPPP and the associated Site Development Plans for this project.
A. Stabilization Practices.
1. Seeding.
Immediately after completion of grading operations, topsoil shall be replaced and all areas disturbed
from grading operations shall be seeded in an effort to stabilize the site. Where land disturbance is
necessary, temporary seeding or mulching must be used on areas which will be exposed for more than
14 days. Permanent stabilization should be performed as soon as possible after completion of grading.
2. Mulching.
Directly after seeding, all disturbed areas shall be mulched to prevent surface compaction, reduce
runoff and erosion, control weeds and help establish vegetative cover.

3. Preservation of Vegetation.
The contractor shall make every effort to protect trees, shrubs, ground cover and any other vegetation
adjacent to the work areas. The purpose of preserving existing vegetation is to reduce soil erosion and
enhance water quality.
4. Dust Control.
Dust resulting from land-disturbing activities shall be controlled to prevent surface and air movement of
dust from disturbed soil surfaces. Dust control measures are necessary on construction roads, access
points, staging areas and other disturbed areas that can potentially contribute to dust movement and
migration off site.
5. Equipment/Material Storage.
An equipment and material storage area shall be determined by the site contractor prior to any ground
disturbance. The location of the storage area may be modified if deemed necessary. The storage area
will be graded to insure that any material spillage shall be directed away from the adjacent property and
surface waters. In addition, any identified chemical spills (oil, grease, etc.) shall be addressed
immediately, a written log prepared and kept on-site with the SWPPP and appropriate regulatory agency
officials contacted.
6. Temporary Soil Stockpiles.
A temporary stockpile area shall be determined by the site contractor prior to any ground disturbance.
The shape, size and location of this area may be modified by the site contractor if deemed necessary.
The stockpile area shall be perimeter protected with silt fence and seeded as soon as possible to
minimize the potential for sediment transport and erosion.
7. Soil Restoration
Soil restoration is required in all areas that undergo soil disturbance and/or grading change that are to
receive vegetation (lawn and/or landscaping) according to the following practice:

During periods of relatively low to moderate subsoil moisture, the disturbed subsoils are returned to rough
grade and the following Soil Restoration procedure is applied:
a) Apply 3” of compost over subsoil
b) Till compost into subsoil to a depth of at least 12” using a cat-mounted ripper, tractor mounted disc,
or tiller; mixing and circulating the compost into the subsoil.
c) Pick/remove rocks greater than 4” diameter and remove from site
d) Apply topsoil to a depth of 6”
e) Vegetate as indicated on plans
All debris exposed from excavation and cultivation shall be disposed of in accordance with all applicable
standards and regulations.
B. Structural Practices.
1. Silt Fence (Temporary)
- A silt fence is used to intercept sheet flow runoff from small drainage areas. The silt fence also
reduces runoff velocity and promotes deposition of transported sediment.
- Silt fence shall be maintained to prevent sediment bypass and shall be removed and replaced when
bulges develop in the silt fence.
2. Stabilized Construction Entrance (Temporary)
- A stabilized construction entrance shall be constructed where traffic will be entering or leaving a
construction site to or from a street, alley, sidewalk or parking area. The purpose of the stabilized
construction entrance is to reduce or eliminate the tracking of sediment onto public streets.
3. Sediment Trap (Temporary)
- The proposed sediment traps at catch basins shall be over-excavated around the perimeter of the
basin to perform as temporary sediment basins. The bioretention basin is to be used as a
temporary sediment basin during construction before any bioretention soil is placed.
Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sedimentation Control practices are included in Appendix D.
C. Other Pollution Prevention Measures (Chemicals and Debris)
- The Contractor shall be responsible for providing onsite trash receptacles appropriate to store all
litter, construction chemicals and construction debris. The contents of the receptacles shall be
properly disposed of at a NYSDEC licensed waste facility (or equal).
- Hazardous products shall be maintained in their original containers when possible, and be kept with
their original labels and applicable Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS).
- Fertilizers shall only be applied as recommended by the manufacturer, and once applied shall be
worked into the soil to limit exposure to stormwater runoff. Storage shall be within an enclosed or
covered area.
- Paints, coatings and sealants shall be maintained in a tightly enclosed, leak-proof container at all
times. Excess materials shall be disposed of as required by applicable laws and regulations.
- Excess concrete material shall be removed and disposed of off-site in an appropriate manner.
Concrete wash water shall not be allowed to discharge to stormwater conveyances. A concrete truck

-

washout area is required to be installed per the plans and utilized throughout concrete pouring
operations.
All petroleum product spills, if such occurs, shall be cleaned up immediately, the source of the spill
repaired or removed, and contained material shall be disposed of as required by applicable law. In
the event of a spill, the contractor shall contact the NYSDEC Spills Hotline at 1-800-457-7362 to
report such spill within 2 hours of discovery, except spills which meet all of the following criteria:
1) The quantity is known to be less than 5 gallons; and
2) The spill is contained and under the control of the spiller; and
3) The spill has not and will not reach the State’s water or any land; and
4) The spill is cleaned up within 2 hours of discovery.
5) A spill is considered to have not impacted land if it occurs on a paved surface such as asphalt or
concrete. A spill in a dirt or gravel parking lot is considered to have impacted land and must be
reported.

More details on notification and reporting requirements can be found at the NYSDEC Website
(http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8428.html).
D. Good Housekeeping and Control of Construction Wastes and Chemicals
1. Good Housekeeping
It is anticipated that construction materials such as concrete, asphalt, petroleum based products, stone,
and fertilizers will be present on-site at various stages during the project. In order to prevent the
conveyance to and contamination of any adjacent and/or downstream property, lands or water bodies, good
housekeeping practices shall be employed. Such precautions shall include:
- Storing of only enough materials to complete the project, or active phases of the project;
- Materials stored on-site shall be stored in a neat and orderly manner and in their appropriate
containers and, if possible, under a covered area or enclosed structure;
- The manufacturer’s recommendations for use and disposal shall be followed at all times;
- The project site superintendent shall inspect the site daily to ensure proper use, storage and
disposal of all materials on-site.
2. Hazardous Products
Hazardous products shall be maintained in their original containers when possible, and be kept with their
original labels and applicable Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS);
- All petroleum product spills, if such occurs, shall be cleaned up immediately, the source of the spill
repaired or removed, and contained material shall be disposed of as required by applicable law.
- Fertilizers shall only be applied as recommended by the manufacturer, and once applied shall be
worked into the soil to limit exposure to stormwater runoff. Storage shall be within an enclosed or
covered area.
- Paints, coatings and sealants shall be maintained in a tightly enclosed, leak-proof container at all
times. Excess materials shall be disposed of as required by applicable laws and regulations;
- Excess concrete material shall be removed and disposed of off-site in an appropriate manner.
Concrete wash water shall not be allowed to discharge to stormwater conveyances. A concrete truck
washout area is required to be installed per the plans and utilized.

3.3 Stormwater Management
The best approach to maintaining water quality for construction activities is through the development of a
project specific Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). The purpose of the SWPPP, complete with
the implementation of Best Management Practices (BMP), is to prevent erosion and pollutants from the
construction activities and materials from polluting stormwater runoff and being discharged from the project
site. BMP’s should be designed to prevent, or at a minimum, limit the pollution of stormwater before being
discharged to receiving waters. Proper design and implementation of BMP’s maintains or improves water
quality of the discharge stormwater.
Specific requirements for management of stormwater and maintaining water quality include, but are not
limited to:
A. There shall be no increase in turbidity that will cause a substantial visible contrast to the natural
condition;
B. There shall be no suspended, colloidal, and soluble solids that will cause deposition or impair the
waters for their best usages, and;
C. There shall be no residue from oil and floating substances, visible oil film, globules or grease.
In addition, local ordinances may further control and/or affect these Best Management Practices. Any
conditions or specific local ordinances are to be included in the development of the BMP’s for the project.
3.4 Post-Construction Water Quality & Quantity Controls
Chapters 3-5 of the NYSDEC Stormwater Management Design Manual (SMDM) provide a green
infrastructure approach to stormwater management to reduce a site’s impact on the aquatic ecosystem
through the use of site planning techniques, runoff reduction techniques, and standard SMP’s. The Runoff
Reduction Volume (RRv) is a calculation of the volume of runoff reduced through the use of green
infrastructure techniques in an attempt to replicate pre-development hydrology. However, this project is a
redevelopment project. The post construction water quality and quantity controls will be designed in
accordance with Chapter 9 – Redevelopment Activity and specifically since the hydrology for the site will not
change (or increase runoff rates) water quantity controls are not required per Section 9.2.1A of SMDM. The
Buffalo Sewer Authority requires that the on-site stormwater infrastructure be designed for a 10-year storm
event. Water quality controls will be designed to meet the requirements of Section 9.2.1BII of SMDM.
Below is NYSDEC’s Six-Step process for selection of the green infrastructure practices and standard SMP’s
to satisfy the water quality treatment requirement:
Step 1:
Site planning to preserve natural features and reduce impervious cover:
1. Preservation of Undisturbed Areas:
There are no undisturbed areas on the project site.
2. Preservation of Buffer:
There is no buffer on the project site to preserve.
3. Reduction of Clearing and Grading:

There will be no clearing on the project site and grading has been limited to the least amount possible
while still allowing for positive drainage and the proposed development of the site.
4. Locating Development in Less Sensitive Areas:
This is a project within an established urban area; therefore there are no less sensitive areas to
consider. With limited options, this site is considered to be in a non-sensitive area.
5. Open Space Design:
The impervious cover has been limited to the maximum amount practicable for this site.
6. Soil Restoration:
Natural preservation and topsoil/seeding are all used in an attempt to restore soil properties.
7. Roadway Reduction:
Roads have been minimized as much as is possible to safely route traffic in and out of the site.
8. Sidewalk Reduction:
Sidewalks have been minimized as much as possible to maintain safe pedestrian access and
movement on the site.
9. Driveway Reduction:
The driveways have been minimized as much as practicable.
10. Cul-de-sac Reduction:
A Cul-de-sac is not proposed.
11. Building Footprint Reduction:
The building footprint has been reduced by the addition of floors within the proposed buildings.
12. Parking Reduction:
The minimal amount of parking spaces, which satisfy the parking requirement and the owner’s need,
are proposed.
Step 2:
Calculation of the water quality volume for the site:
The water quality volume for the site was calculated in accordance with GP-0-15-002 Part 1C2c “Sizing
Criteria for Redevelopment Activity”. A bioretention basin proposed on the project site will manage water
quality. The total water quality volume required for the proposed project site is 1,293 cubic feet (25% of
5,171 cubic feet total disturbed impervious area). The water quality volume is addressed by Runoff
Reduction techniques and the remaining volume by treatment within a bioretention basin.
Step 3:
Incorporation of runoff reduction techniques and standard SMP’s with Runoff Reduction Volume (RRv)
capacity:
1. Conservation of Natural Areas:
To construct the buildings and associated parking areas disturbance is inevitable. Existing vegetative
areas and natural terrain is to be preserved as much as possible.
2. Sheet flow to Riparian Buffers or Filter Strips:
There is no opportunity for sheet flow or filter strips on the site.
3. Vegetated Open Swale:
There are no opportunities for vegetated open swales on the site.
4. Tree Planting/Tree Box:
A minimum of fifty (50) new tree plantings are proposed within landscaped areas on the site.
5. Disconnection of Rooftop Runoff:

A portion of rooftop area runoff is disconnect and directed to the proposed bioretention basin.
6. Stream Daylighting:
There are no opportunities for stream daylighting on the site.
Rain Garden:
Considered but not used due to the low probability for infiltration due to “D” soils.
7. Green Roof:
Not considered due to high construction and maintenance costs and long term viability.
8. Stormwater Planters:
Not applicable. Plantings are used but all areas are at grade.
9. Rain tanks/Cisterns:
Considered but not used.
10. Porous Pavement:
Considered but not used due to the low probability for infiltration due to “D” soils, high installation and
maintenance costs.
11. Standard SMP’s with RRv Capacity:
The Standard SMP of a bioretention basin will be used for treatment and runoff reduction. All
stormwater piping will be perforated pipe to allow for limited subsurface storage and infiltration. The
volume of runoff reduction for this practice has not been quantified as part of this SWPPP, but will
provide limited runoff reduction.
Step 4:
Determine minimum RRv required:
The NYS Stormwater Management Design Manual (SMDM) intent is for projects to meet 100% of runoff
reduction volume through the use of green infrastructure techniques. Projects that do not achieve runoff
reduction to the pre-construction condition must, at a minimum, provide the minimum RRv as well as
provide the remaining WQv in standard SMP’s. However, this redevelopment project has been designed in
accordance with Section 9.2.1BII of SMDM and does not require a minimum runoff reduction volume be
addressed in the design.
There are site limitations including HSG “D” soils and high groundwater which reduce the 100% reduction
requirement of WQv. Meeting 100% of the RRv criteria is not feasible due to these site limitations. The
calculation of the minimum RRv is based on the total disturbed impervious area for a redevelopment
project. This project does not require a minimum RRv.
The remaining WQv is treated in a bioretention basin. Below is a summary of the calculations:
Required Total Site Water Quality Volume (WQv req) =
Required Water Quality Volume to be addressed for Redevelopment Project (25%)

0.119 ac-ft
0.030 ac-ft

Required Minimum Runoff Reduction Volume (RRv min req-Redevelopment Project) =

N/A

Provided Runoff Reduction Volume (RRV provided):
Bioretention Basin =
Tree Planting =
TOTAL RRv provided =

0.029 ac-ft
0.008 ac-ft
0.037 ac-ft

Minimum RRv required (0.000 ac-ft) < RRv provided (0.037 ac-ft) OK
Required Remaining Water Quality Volume to be treated in SMP = WQv req – RRv provided = 0.000 ac-ft
Step 5:
Use of standard SMP’s to address the remaining water quality volume:
The Total RRv is greater than or equal to the Total required WQv. A bioretention area will be utilized and will
provide treatment for an additional WQv of 0.006 ac-ft. The bioretention basin will provide runoff reduction
and will provide water quality treatment in excess of the minimum volume requirement.
Step 6:
Apply volume and peak rate control practices
Stormwater quantity control is designed based on the New York State Stormwater Management Design
Manual (January 2015) criterion that requires the post-development peak discharge rates for the 10 and
100-year rainfall events to be equal to or less than the pre-developed discharge rates. This redevelopment
project will incorporate more pervious surfaces than exist in the predevelopment condition. The hydrology
on the site will not increase stormwater discharges under the developed condition, therefore stormwater
detention is not a requirement. The project does incorporate a bioretention basin to address the required
redevelopment water quality volume and will also provide limited stormwater detention to further decrease
the proposed condition discharge rates.
The hydrologic and hydraulic analysis for the project site shows that the post construction 1-yr 24 hour
discharge rate is less than or equal to the pre-construction discharge rate, therefore providing 24 hour
detention of the 1-year storm is not required. The stormwater management practice of the bioretention
basin addresses stormwater management for the proposed development.
The stormwater quantity controls for this project will be provided using a bioretention area.
The hydrologic and hydraulic calculations were calculated using HYDROCAD, version 10.00-11 software.
Following is a summary for each discharge point of the pre and post-development discharge rates and
associated storage volumes and water surface elevations:
Discharge Summary:
Storm Event

Pre-Development
Discharge (cfs)

Post-Development
Discharge (cfs)

Detention Volume
(cubic feet)

Water Surface
Elevation (feet)

1

4.17

3.22

1,469

580.51

10

8.09

7.02

1,966

580.66

100

15.79

15.10

2,455

580.81

A portion of the developed site and roof areas will drain to a bioretention basin. The proposed bioretention
basin consists of exfiltration of stormwater thorugh the bioretention soil to a 4” perforated underdrain pipe.
For events greater than the 10-year storm, stormwater will overtop into two (2) overflow structures with rim
elevations six (6) inches above the bioretention surface. The rim inlet will provide discharge control for the

100-year storm event. The bioretention basin and remaining site drainage infrastructure will discharge
through a 15” diameter pipe to the public storm only mill race drain within (formerly) Hydraulic Street. The
100-year storm will likely exceed the capacity of the bioretention basin. Once the bioretention basin
capacity exceeds elevation 582.5 +/- (greater than the 100-year storm event), emergency overtopping to
the sewer system within Carroll Street would occur.
The stormwater management system design will be finalized and any revisions will be reflected in the final
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.
WQv, RRv, Hydrologic and Hydraulic calculations are included in Appendix E.
3.5 Construction and Waste Materials
Some of the construction materials expected to be stored onsite include precast concrete drainage
structures, corrugated polyethylene/PVC pipe, under drain pipe, silt fence, etc. These materials will be
stored within the contractor’s staging area. The Contractor shall install additional silt fence around the
perimeter of the staging area(s), should the potential for sediment laden runoff exist.
3.6 Other Requirements
A. Any discharges other than stormwater must be in compliance with the appropriate SPDES permit (other
than this permit).
B. No solid materials including building materials shall be discharged to waters of the United States, except
as authorized by federal or state law.
C. All construction and land disturbance activities shall be in compliance with all federal, state and local
laws as required.
3.7 Inspections
Inspection requirements are also included in GP-0-15-002 and include, but are not limited, to the following:
A. Inspections are important for visually evaluating potential stormwater runoff pollution sources at the
project site. All projects should be inspected periodically to ensure contaminants are not present in the
stormwater exiting a project site. On projects which apply for coverage under the SPDES General Permit,
qualified inspector(s) hired by the owner shall inspect and evaluate the site. Qualified inspectors are
persons knowledgeable in the principles and practices of erosion and sediment control such as a
professional engineer licensed by the State of New York, Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment
Control (CPESC), or licensed landscape architect.
B. The owner shall have a qualified inspector conduct an assessment of the site prior to the
commencement of construction and certify in an inspection report that the erosion and sediment
controls described in the SWPPP have been installed and/or implemented. Following the
commencement of construction, site inspections shall occur at least once every seven (7) calendar
days. For construction sites where soil disturbance activities are ongoing and the owner or operator has
received authorization to disturb greater than five (5) acres of soil at any one time, the qualified
inspector shall conduct at least two (2) site inspections every seven (7) calendar days. When
performing two (2) inspections every seven (7) calendar days, the inspections shall be separated by a
minimum of two (2) full calendar days.

C. For construction sites where soil disturbance activities have been temporarily suspended (e.g. winter
shutdown) and temporary stabilization measures have been applied to all disturbed areas, the qualified
inspector shall conduct a site inspection at least once every thirty (30) calendar days. The owner or
operator shall notify the MS4 Stormwater Management Officer in writing prior to reducing the frequency
of inspections.
D. The owner shall post at the project site, in a publicly-accessible location, a summary of the site
inspection activities on a monthly basis.
E. For construction sites where soil disturbance activities have been shut down with partial project
completion, the qualified inspector can stop conducting inspections if all areas disturbed as of the
project shutdown date have achieved final stabilization and all post-construction stormwater
management practices required for the completed portion of the project have been constructed in
conformance with the SWPPP and are operational. The owner or operator shall notify MS4 Stormwater
Management Officer in writing prior to the shutdown. If soil disturbance activities are not resumed
within 2 years from the date of shutdown, the owner or operator shall have the qualified inspector(s)
perform a final inspection and certify that all disturbed areas have achieved final stabilization, and all
temporary, structural erosion and sediment control measures have been removed; and that all postconstruction stormwater management practices have been constructed in conformance with the SWPPP
by signing the “Final Stabilization” and “Post-Construction Stormwater Management Practice”
certification statements on the Notice of Termination (NOT). The owner or operator shall then submit
the completed NOT form to the address in Part II.A.1 of the permit.
F. Each inspection report shall, at the minimum, include the following:
- Date and time of inspection.
- Name and title of person(s) performing inspection.
- A description of the weather and soil conditions (e.g. dry, wet, saturated) at the time of the
inspection.
- A description of the condition of the runoff at all points of discharge from the construction site. This
shall include identification of any discharges of sediment from the construction site. Include
discharges from conveyance systems (i.e. pipes, culverts, ditches, etc.) and overland flow.
- On a site map, indicate the extent of all disturbed site areas and drainage pathways. Indicate site
areas that are expected to undergo initial disturbance or significant site work within the next 7-day
period.
- Indicate on a site map all areas of the site map that have undergone temporary or permanent
stabilization.
- Indicate all disturbed site areas that have not undergone active site work during the previous 7-day
period.
- Inspect all sediment control practices and record the approximate degree of sediment accumulation
as a percentage of the sediment storage volume.
- Inspect all erosion and sediment control practices and record all maintenance requirements such as
verifying the integrity of barrier or diversion systems and containment systems.
- Identification of all erosion and sediment control practices that were not installed properly or are not
functioning as designed and need to be reinstalled or replaced.
- Identify any evidence of rill or gully erosion occurring on slopes and any loss of stabilizing vegetation
or seeding/mulching.

-

-

Document any excessive deposition of sediment or ponding water along barriers or diversion
systems. Record the depth of sediment within containment structures, any erosion near outlet and
overflow structures, and verify the ability of rock filters around perforated riser pipes to pass water.
Location where vehicles enter or exit the site shall be inspected for evidence of offsite sediment
tracking.
Current phase of construction of all post-construction stormwater management practices and
identification of all construction that is not in conformance with the SWPPP and technical standards.
Corrective action(s) that must be taken to install, repair, replace or maintain erosion and sediment
control practices; and to correct deficiencies identified with the construction of the post-construction
stormwater management practice(s).

G. The process for conducting the evaluation shall follow these steps:
-

Review the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan and develop a list of any items of concern.
List all specified control measures and areas covered in the plan.
Conduct inspections to determine whether all stormwater pollution prevention measures are
accurately identified in the plan, are in place, and working properly.
Take digital photographs with date stamp of all practices which are identified as needing corrective
actions.
Document findings and inspections in a site log book.
Modify SWPPP as appropriate. (Note: The plan shall be modified by the contractor and site inspector
within 7 days of the inspection).

H. Within one business day of the completion of an inspection, the qualified inspector shall notify the
owner or operator and appropriate contractor (or subcontractor) identified in Contractor’s Certification
Form of any corrective actions that need to be taken. The contractor (or subcontractor) shall begin
implementing the corrective actions within one business day of this notification and shall complete the
corrective actions in a reasonable time frame.
I.

All inspection reports shall be signed by the qualified inspector. A copy of all inspection reports shall be
maintained on site with the SWPPP. The City of Buffalo is to be copied on all SWPPP inspection Reports
monthly.

A Construction Site Log Book has been included in Appendix F.
3.8 Maintenance
The contractor is required to inspect and maintain all soil erosion, sedimentation and siltation controls
throughout the duration of the project and until final stabilization of the site. “Final Stabilization” means
that all soil disturbing activities at the site have been completed, and that a uniform, perennial vegetative
cover with a density of 80% has been obtained.
Maintenance shall include, but not be limited to; repair or replacement of any existing controls, removal of
sediment and any other measures deemed necessary, which would reduce soil erosion and siltation runoff.
Sediment shall be removed from sediment traps or other sediment control practices whenever their capacity
has been reduced by fifty (50) percent from the design capacity. Refer to Section 3.2 for maintenance of
individual controls.

Maintenance of the permanent stormwater management controls is required to be provided by the owner.
Generally, this consists of debris and sediment removal from catch basins, pipes, basins, and repairing and
re-vegetating bare spots in the turf to prevent erosion. For the basins, it would involve debris removal from
the basin and any required repairs of the side slopes and outlet structure. Maintenance Inspection
Checklists are provided in Appendix G.
Maintenance of the bioretention basin includes removal of accumulated sediments on a regular basis. It is
recommended that the bioretention basin be inspected annually and sediment removed every five (5) years
or when filtering capacity of the bioretention basin surface has diminished.
3.9 Contractors
The contractor must sign a SWPPP certification form before undertaking any construction activity at the site
identified in the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. The contractor is responsible for any and all
subcontractors working on the site on activities which are under the jurisdiction of the SWPPP. A copy of the
Contractor’s Certification Form has been included in Appendix H.
4.0 RECORD RETENTION
The owner or operator shall retain a copy of the NOI, NOI Acknowledgment Letter, SWPPP, MS4 SWPPP
Acceptance Form and all inspection reports that were prepared in conjunction with this permit for a period
of at least five (5) years from the date that the site achieves final stabilization. This period may be extended
by the Department, in its sole discretion, at any time upon written notification.
5.0 NOTICE OF TERMINATION REQUIREMENTS
A. Prior to filing a Notice of Termination (NOT), the owner shall have a qualified inspector perform a final
site inspection. The qualified inspector shall certify that all disturbed areas have achieved final
stabilization; and all temporary, structural erosion and sediment control measures have been removed;
and that all post-construction stormwater management practices have been constructed in
conformance with the SWPPP by signing the “Final Stabilization” and “Post-Construction Stormwater
Management Practice” certification statements on the NOT.
B. Post-construction stormwater management practices that are owned by a public or private institution
(e.g. school, college, university), or government agency or authority, the owner or operator has policy and
procedures in place that ensures operation and maintenance of the practices in accordance with the
operation and maintenance plan.
C. Post-construction stormwater management practices that are privately owned, the owner or operator
has a mechanism in place that requires operation and maintenance of the practice(s) in accordance
with the operation and maintenance plan, such as a deed covenant in the owner or operator’s deed of
record.
D. Post-construction stormwater management practices that are privately owned require an executed
maintenance agreement be in place with the municipality agreeing that the private entity will maintain
the post-construction stormwater management practice(s).
In addition, the owner must certify that the permanent structure(s) have been constructed as described in
the SWPPP.

When the project is completed and the site has been stabilized, the owner must file a N.O.T. A copy of the
N.O.T. form has been included in Appendix I. The NOT form shall be submitted to the following address:
NYS DEC “Notice of Termination”
Bureau of Water Permits
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233-3505

6.0 OWNER/OPERATOR CERTIFICATION
“I hereby certify that I understand and agree to comply with the terms and conditions of the SWPPP and
agree to implement any corrective actions identified by the qualified inspector during a site inspection. I
also understand that the owner or operator must comply with the terms and conditions of the New York
State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“SPDES”) general permit for stormwater discharges from
construction activities and that it is unlawful for any person to cause or contribute to a violation of water
quality standards. Furthermore, I understand that certifying false, incorrect or inaccurate information is a
violation of the referenced permit and the laws of the State of New York and could subject me to criminal,
civil and/or administrative proceedings.”

Signature

Name and Title (printed)

Mill Race Commons Mixed Use Project
Facility

799 Seneca Street, Buffalo, New York 14210
Facility Address

Date
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